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Offered to Families the Book of the Day Custom, which is all but
inexorable, demands from the author of a book, a few prefatory
words to introduce his bantling to the world; and it would be
ungracious to regret the opportunity to say a few last words by
way of a beginning. The preface to a book, like the prologue to a
play, must be written after the work is otherwise complete; and it
is pleasant to realize that the promises of long ago are within a
few days of fulfillment in the publication of this volume. The
story of a blind man s life will not, I trust, be found dull and
uninteresting, for as Tennyson says, I am a part of all that I have
seen; and that may be supplemented with the words of Hamlet,
In my mind s eye, Horatio. The gold...
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